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As is known to all of us , the research of culture change has been one of the most 
important areas in anthropological study. It has been generally believed that culture 
change may be caused by such elements as culture contact , cultural diffusion , 
technical development, ecological change and so on . Applying the methods and 
theories of anthropology , ethnology and some other related disciplines and based on 
the first hand materials gained through the fieldwork , the thesis mainly deals with the 
culture change of the Lopliks, a special branch of Uyghur nationality in Xinjiang. 
The Lopliks ,who have already integrated into the Uyghur nationality and 
become a special part of it now , once lived around the Lop Nur Lake as their life 
space until the 20-30s of the 20th century. On the basis of adapting to the harsh 
drought environment and with the strong adaptibility , they have created a unique 
oasis culture particular to the inland arid region , with the fishing its core and the 
simplicity ,  vulnerability and ecological  adaptibility  its  main features. At the 
same time , they ,calling themselves and were called by others “the Lopliks”, 
constructed their ethnic identity on the basis of their culture. 
However, as the harsh environment made the Lopliks traditional culture 
inherently fragile,structurallly simple and strongly dependent on the environment in 
which the Lopliks were living ,this culture was always under the influence and control 
of the ecological environment. 
With the tragic change of the environment of the Tarim River and Lop Nur 
region in 20-30s of the last century, the traditional social culture of the Lopliks also 
underwent an unprecedented change. Firstly, owing to the deterioration of ecological 
environment, they abandoned their homes in the Lop Nur region and migrated to the 
surrounding major social and cultural environment of the Uyghur. Seconldy , the 
frequent contact with the Uyghur culture , coupled with changes taking place in the 
political and economic areas on the State level ,greatly contributed to their accepting 
the Uyghur culture and their ethnic identity. 
This paper , putting the cultural and identity change of the Lopliks in a dynamic 















Karqugha of the Yuli county as an examle ,tries to examine the representative cultural 
phenomena of the Lopliks .      Methodologically , it applies the theories of culture 
change in anthropology , structurally uses the related methods as well as theoris in  
history ,folklore ,ethnology ,and combines the macro and micro methods and 
historical documents in order to make a comparative analysis in both diachronic and 
synchronic context . In this process we make an effort to interpret the general features 
of the traditional culture of the Lopliks and its ecological basis, investigating the trend 
of Uyghurization of both traditional culture and ethnic identity of the lopliks in the 
context of eco-environmental change and socio-cultural transformation.It is pointed 
out that the deterioration of ecological environment caused the Lopliks to lose the 
ecological basis of its traditional culture on one hand,and under the guidance of 
political and economic discourse of the State , the ethnic identity of the Lopliks and 
their traditional oasis culture began to be replaced by Uyghur culture after they moved 
into the Uyghur socio-cultural environment. Thanks to the loss of the environmental 
basis on which the ethnic identity of the Lopliks was constructed ,coupled with the 
strong guidence of the State ethnic polocy , the ethnic identity of the Lopliks 
presented a trend of Uyghurization . Specifically , the transformation of economy , 
islamization of the religious life , the change of the ritual life in meaning and 
structure , diversified complexity of the social structure and the reinforcemen of the 
State-Local relations in public sphere generally constitute the main content of the 
culture change of the Lopliks. 
Baced on the theoretical analysis of the culture change , the paper poits out tha 
acculturation is the main mechanism and way of culture change. In the course of 
frequent and continual cultural interaction with Uyhgurs, the traditional culture of the 
Lopliks began to change because of the consisitent influence . In essence, the 
phenomenon of Lopliks cultural acculturation took place not because of the external 
forcing condition ,but because of the internal demand and choice of the Uyghur 
culture ,causing them to borrow countless cultural traits in the end. The  process 
integrated the surrounding cultural traits different from its own and made them an 
inseparable part of its cultural system . Being a typically vulnerable cultural group 
with very small population ,the cultural acculturation of the Lopliks has finished 















entered into the Uyhgur cultutal environment after abandoning their hometown in the 
Lop Nur region, their traditional society gradually increased the multiple valuse ,that 
is to say, not only did it gain the elements of the state mainstream culture ,but also it 
gained tradition of the local society .Not only did it have a tradition of its own,but also 
it accepted the elements of Uyghur culture. 
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